2. Kiribati demography and dialects 

With upwards of 60,000 speakers, Kiribati is the most populous of the 
Micronesian languages. Its traditional (pre-contact) speech area comprises 
the Gilbert Islands (Kiribati) and the island of Bwaanaba, 2 now parts of the 
Republic of Kiribati, and the island of Niu in the Ellice Islands (now 
Tuvalu). As a result of recent resettlements, Kiribati is also spoken on the 
islands of Gizo and Wagina (Solomon Islands), Rabi (Fiji), and the Line 
Islands (Kiribati). Kiribati is also widely understood on Nauru, as a side- 
effect of the size of the Kiribati migrant labour force on that island. 

There are three recognisable dialects of Kiribati (excluding Bwaanaba). 
The most divergent is the Northern dialect, spoken on the islands of 
Butaritari and Mwakin. The boundary between Central and Southern 
dialects is the equator. I have only included dialect information in the 
Kiribati data in a few cases, because of the published sources employed for 
Kiribati, only Sabatier (1971) gives dialect information, and then only rarely. 
Most of the speakers I have worked with are from the southern dialect. 
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